
Common mistakes in literary 
analysis that would cost you an A 

A literary analysis essay is a type of essay which includes the careful examination and evaluation of 
literature work. In this type of essay, the writer presents the analysis and evaluation of the different aspects 
of the work of literature. In a literary analysis essay, the essay is divided into different parts of literature. 
Different aspects get uncovered and the relationship of the sections with the whole work is established. The 
most significant elements of the literary analysis essay are the conflict, setting, character and plot. The 
different elements of the literature are examined and the significance and meaning of the literature are 
developed. In this essay, the analysis will focus on one controlling idea regardless of the different aspects of 
the essay. 

Students can avail custom essay writer to get their required literary analysis essay. With common writing 
and research techniques, a literary analysis essay can be developed. To develop a good literary analysis 
essay, students need to avoid common mistakes which reduce their academic marks. Some of the common 
mistakes students make while writing a literary analysis essay are as follows: 

 

 

 

Contractions 

Many students use contractions in formal writing which reduce the impact of the literary essay and lead to 
the deduction of academic marks. 'John and Alex aren't similar' is not the right expression in formal writing 
rather writer 'John and Alex are not similar'. 

Address the Reader 
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While writing a literary analysis essay, do not address the audiences. It is an analysis-based essay that does 
not require direct addressing. For example, 'you will see John is stronger. I will tell you that John is 
stronger" it's a wrong expression of a literary analysis essay. 

Punctuate Quotes 

Another mistake that the students made in writing a literary analysis essay are that they do not punctuate 
the quotes correctly. Whenever you use any quote from the literature it needs to be quoted along with 
citation to avoid plagiarism. 

Personal Pronouns 

Students usually use personal pronouns in the literary analysis essay. The usage of personal pronouns put 
an informal impact on the essay. Never use personal pronouns like you, me, us, my and we in the essay. 

Wrong Tense 

While writing literary analysis essays, students usually use the past and future tense which deteriorate the 
whole essay. It is an analysis-based essay, so the whole essay should be discussed in the present form. 
Literature should always be discussed in the present form. 

Summarizing not Analyzing 

The biggest mistake which the students make in the literary analysis essay is that they focus on 
summarizing rather than analyzing. Both are different terms and have different meaning, online essay 
writer has also mentioned the difference well in the guide. A literary analysis essay is an analysis-based 
essay, summarization deteriorates the true sense of the essay. Students must have good analyzing skills in 
order to develop a good essay. The summary focuses on what questions while the analysis focuses on the 
why questions. 

Lack of Clear Thesis 

A thesis statement is such a statement that consists of the logics and arguments which are discussed in the 
essay. The whole essay revolves around the thesis statement. Many students do not add a clear thesis 
statement in the introduction of the essay. A high notch essay cannot be written without a clear and concise 
thesis statement. Without a thesis statement, readers cannot get the idea of the essay. The remaining 
paragraphs become confusing and unclear in the absence of a clear thesis statement. One of the mistakes 
which students make is that they make such a thesis statement that does not align with the rest of the 
paper. If students are not able to develop a well-defined thesis statement, they can avail of essay writer 
free services to get a thesis statement or customized essay. 
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